Rulesheet for 2011/12
PLEASE MAKE SURE THAT YOU ARE CONVERSANT WITH THESE RULES BEFORE PLAYING MATCHES

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL QUERIES/COMPLAINTS ETC MUST BE SENT IN BY E.MAIL VIA YOUR MATCH SECRETARY

Format -  Each team consists of 4 players who shall be arranged in strict order of merit by their respective captains.  Each pair plays 2 sets against each opposing pair with the tie-break operating at 6 games all in every set

Order of Play  Rd 1. Home 1 v Away 2:        Home 2 v Away 1       ( AWAY team remain on                                                                                                                                                                                                                
                         Rd 2. Home 1 v Away 1.        Home 2 v Away 2         the same courts for the duration of the match)

Start time of matches  The accepted time of start shall be 1.00pm unless otherwise agreed between the 2 captains when confirming the match. The scheduled time of start should have be confirmed by YOUR match secretary at the fixtures meeting.  If YOUR match secretary has noted the start time incorrectly, then your opponents will be entitled to claim a walk-over.  1 set (point) shall be claimed by the opposing team per half-hour of lateness of a player/team after the AGREED starting time of  the match.    If a team makes the error of arriving at the wrong venue, then this team will be the “offender” and appropriate points will be deducted.

Walkovers   In the event of a team being unable to raise 4 players on the day of the match then:

                     An 8-0 score may be claimed by the opposing team, while the team conceding the match shall have 8 points deducted from their current league table score.  In the event of a walkover, both  teams must send in signed match cards before the result may stand.  Teams conceding 2 walkovers in the same season shall face automatic relegation unless exceptional circumstances prevail. 

 It is quite permissible to field just 1 pair.  You will not have points deducted in this case, and it is still possible to obtain a draw.

Tennis Balls   8 NEW  Tennis Balls (LTA or USTA official) shall be provided by the HOME team

Match Cards  must be filled in ONLINE by the Winning team. If the match is a draw, then it is the responsibility of The HOME team to fill in the online card.  Please record the names of all players and results when playing each match. You will need these details when completing the online card.

Matches Cancelled after the arrival of the visiting team. If a match has to be cancelled after the arrival of the visiting team, then the visiting team shall have the choice of venue of the match when the fixture is replayed.

Eligibility of players – each player must be a signed up member of  their club, and may NOT play for more than ONE club in the same season.

Clubs with more than one team – eligibility.  Team captains must decide prior to the commencement of the league as to which players may represent his/her higher club teams.  Players who would represent your higher club teams may NOT play down into a lower team.  A player may play up on a maximum of 2 occasions for his/her higher teams.   On the third occasion of playing up, he/she will be committed to that team for the remainder of the season.

Confirming matches.   It is the responsibility of the HOME team to phone the opposing captain during the week prior to the match.  If, on the day of the match the visiting team captain has been unable to make contact by phone, then they should arrive at the venue of the match regardless.  If you arrive, and the home team is not present, then you will be entitled to claim a walkover (providing your opponents are at fault.)  Always confirm the START time, DATE and VENUE when confirming the match.

Rearranging matches   Matches may not be changed during the season unless bad weather prevails.   Under  these circumstances, captains must agree to replay on a mutually acceptable date.   The Home Team must provide at  least 3 dates.   If no compromise can be reached, then the competition secretary will be entitled to find a date for you.   A match rearrangement card must be sent in by both clubs, informing the competition secretary of the new date.

Cancelling of matches during the season  Matches may not be cancelled unless.

 (A)  Bad weather prevails

 (B)  The courts are flooded or snowbound

 (C)  The visiting team considers that the roads are unfit for travel

Notification of rearranged matches.     Both teams must complete the online match card section informing me of the re-arranged date.
Unfinished matches.   Captains may decide that if a set (or sets) cannot be completed, then those sets can either:

-  Be declared void (0 points awarded for incomplete sets)  In this case the score will stand at the point of breaking off, and the team who have won  the most sets shall be the winners of the match   OR:-

· decide the uncompleted sets by playing a tie break ( tie-breaks)  OR-

· decide the semi- completed sets by playing a tie break  OR-

· replay the entire match with the away team having choice of venue.

Disqualification    Teams will be disqualified if

· They give 2 walkovers – AUTOMATIC RELEGATION
· Please note that if you concede 2 matches towards the end of the season then your records will be deleted once it is certain that you would be relegated with your current league score.

· A ficticious result is concocted between 2 teams

· Players names have been deliberately changed on the match cards

· A team fields “illegal” players

Should an argument take place between 2 clubs, then the complaint should be put in writing to the competition secretary.  A copy of this letter will then be sent to the opposing club captain.  On their reply, the competition secretary will take appropriate action should he think it necessary to do so.   All decisions of the competition secretary/ sub- committee shall be final.  In the event of “Gross Misconduct” then the committee will impose a BAN on the player(s)  This will last for at least  2 seasons.
Complaints/Problems  must be reported by your MATCH SECRETARY only, by e.mail or letter
General.    Normally 2 teams are promoted ( and 2 relegated) from a division)., this will depend on the entries next season.  All matches must be completed by the second Sunday in April.   You may play any outstanding matches under floodlights  (providing that this is before April 14th)

It is customary to provide teas / light refreshment after the match

The main problems that occur year after year are due to the fixtures secretary NOT checking through his/her teams fixtures carefully enough.  On your final list of confirmed fixtures, please make sure that you are conversant with the correct dates, starting times and venues. There can be no concessions made for errors.  
